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ment, like all sensible men, desired to arbitrate differences 
and disputes wherever it was possible. He was glad to 
say, lie continued, that matters presented a great deal 
more hopeful 'aspect in the matter of the differences be- 
tween Great Britain and the United States. His desire 
was, he said, that the principle of arbitration should be 
extended as far as was consistent with the just rights of 
those whose interests were committed to the charge of 
the government, and he believed that the same view pre- 
vailed in the United States. The various difficulties be- 
setting the question had to be solved one by one, and the 
deputation must not be impatient if the discussion of 
these matters was conducted with deliberation and cir- 
cumspection in order that no mistakes should be made 
whereby the ultimate triumph of the right principle might 
be jeopardized. 

Lord Salisbury continuing, said he believed that it was 
the highest desire on both sides that every important issue 
arising hetween the two countries should be submitted to 
arbitration. 



MEETING OF THE PEACE BUREAU. 

The Commission of the International Peace Bureau 
held its spring meeting at Berne, Switzerland, on the 18th 
of May. Ten of the eighteen members of the Commis- 
sion were present. The meeting was opened by the Presi- 
dent, Mr. Fredrik Bajer, of Copenhagen. Letters and 
telegrams from absent members and others were read. 
The financial statement given by the Honorary Secretary, 
Mr. Elie Ducommun, showed that in the eight months 
from September 1st to May 1st the receipts had been 6600 
francs, and the expenses 4116 francs. He stated also 
that the expenses for the year would probably exceed the 
receipts by. about 450 francs. 

Owing to the increased demands upon the Bureau, 
occasioned by the printing of the Correspondence Bi-men- 
suelle and a growing correspondence, preliminary steps 
were taken for securing the services of an assistant sec- 
retary. For this increased funds will be necessary. 

The matter of securing government aid for the Bureau 
was left to the peace associations in different countries. 

The Commission instructed the Permanent Committee 
of the Bureau to continue its efforts to secure simultane- 
ous manifestations in favor of international arbitration 
in different countries, similar to those of the 22d of Feb- 
ruary last. 

Mr. Bajer gave a report of the efforts made by him 
under instructions from the Bureau, to secure accurate 
statistics of military expenses in different countries. 

The Commission gave further consideration to the sub- 
ject of text-books of history and school readers, and in- 
structed the Committee of the Bureau to prepare a special 
memorial on the subject to the coming peace congress at 
Buda-Pesth. 

The subject of an International Colonial Commission 
for the prevention of conflicts between the European pow- 
ers in Africa, as suggested by Mr. Hodgson Pratt, was 
considered, and it was decided to submit the subject to 
the forthcoming peace congress. 

The Commission instructed the Committee of the 
Bureau to recommend through the Correspondence Bi- 
mensuelle which is sent to over four hundred organizations 



in different lands, that candidates for parliament in the 
different countries be asked to pledge their support to the 
movement in favor of international arbitration as rep- 
resented by the Interparliamentary Union. 

Attention was given to the subject of the cooperation 
of associations of workingmen, which is to be considered 
at the coming peace Congress. 

The subject of setting apart a special day in the year 
for a peace f&te, as recommended by prominent peace 
workers, was discussed, but the time was not considered 
ripe for taking any action in this sense. After fixing 
upon the loth of September as the date of the opening of 
the coming peace congress at Buda-Pesth, and drawing 
up a provisional program for its deliberations, to be sub- 
mitted for approval to the peace societies, the Commis- 
sion decided that the General Annual Meeting of the 
Bureau should be held at Buda-Pesth, some evening dur- 
ing the congress, and then adjourned. 



COURT OF ARBITRATION SHOULD NOT 

BE MADE UP OF JUDGES OF 

SUPREME COURTS. 

LETTER FROM CEPHAS BRAINERD, ESQ. 

To the Advocate of* Peace: 

The April number contains an article entitled " An 
Anglo-American Tribunal " with suggestions for a draft 
treaty proposed by the President of the American Peace 
Society, Mr. Paine. 

I have no suggestion to make in regard to the general 
plan. The truth is that there have been such a variety of 
suggestions in regard to the forms of treaties that a prop- 
er discussion of the topic would involve a comparison 
of all these plans. I do desire however to suggest, and 
that most respectfully, that it is unwise to encourage the 
idea that the Judges of the Supreme Court can properly 
be withdrawn from the performance of the duties assigned 
to them as members of that high tribunal. 

The objection of inconvenience is of importance. It 
is well known that there is a class of questions which the 
court is very reluctant to decide without a full bench, and 
often the hearing of causes is postponed because of the 
absence of a member of the Court. The proposition pro- 
vides for the withdrawal of two members, which would 
be a very material diminution of the judicial force ; and if 
a tribunal were to sit abroad it would withdraw these two 
judges possibly for a year or more from their judicial duties. 
The Behring Sea arbitration withdrew Mr. Justice Har- 
lan from the Court for quite a prolonged period ; and I 
understand that Mr. Justice Brewer now serving upon the 
Venezuelan Commission is able to give but very little time 
to his judicial duties, even though the Commission holds 
its sessions in Washington. If there should chance to be 
three arbitrations going on under one treaty, as in the 
case of the Jay convention, six judges would be withdrawn 
from their constitutional duties. The plain fact is that 
the people of the United States cannot afford to do with- 
out the regular service of all the members of the Supreme 
Court. 

There seems to be another serious objection. The con- 
stitution confers upon this court among other things : 

(1) Jurisdiction in regard to all cases in law or equity 
arising under treaties. 

(2) To all cases affecting ambassadors or other pub- 
lic ministers or consuls, and here the court has original 
jurisdiction. 



